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CAMRA, The Campaign for
Real Ale recently surveyed
Local Authorities to discover
how many pubs in their
areas were being lost. The
startling result was that 26
public houses a month are
being demolished or 
converted to houses, offices,
shops or restaurants and that
another 440 odd remain
closed and boarded with an
uncertain future! 

In response to this startling
findings the Community Pubs
Foundation has been
launched to help communi-
ties save their local.

Some Key Facts:
● 26 pubs closed forever every month
● 8 out of 10 pubs closed forever are demolished or converted
into houses
● 69% of all adults agree that pubs play an important role in
community life

This newsletter is produced by the Rochdale, Oldham & Bury Branch of the 
Campaign For Real Ale - www.robcamra.org.uk
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Use it or lose it!
CAMRA National through it’s Community Pubs
Foundation and the launch of National Pubs
Week this February prompted The Rochdale,
Oldham & Bury Branch to look around the
Branch area to see to what extent good local
pubs are being lost through various schemes.
Many people reading this will be able to think
of a favourite pub that is now no more - a
quick look through the local Branch area
recently showed a surprising number of looses,
over in the Bury area the Arthur Inn (a former
Porter’s Brewery House) has gone within the
last few months, whilst in Rochdale the Two
Ships, (the former Tap & Spile)  and the George
& Dragon, Castleton, are also now gone.  In
Oldham the picture is even bleaker with a few
well known premises now closed. The Star Inn
and Oldham Hotel, in Oldham Centre, Brown
Cow, Failsworth and the Park Hotel, Glodwick

Mike Benner, Chief Executive, CAMRA said “
The pub provides a place for local groups to
meet in a safe environment for friends and
family to relax and enjoy each others company.
The loss of a valued community pub will have a
negative impact on the local economy, commu-
nity and tourism. 69% of people recognise the
important role pubs play in community life”.

The message seems very simple `use it or
lose it’. Perhaps if the pubs mentioned had a
little more trade their fate might have been
different? Watch out for pubs in the Rochdale,
Oldham & Bury Branch area that are holding
events to promote National Pubs Week, why
not go along and join in? More information can
be found about the Community Pubs
Foundation at www.communitypubs.org
National Pubs Week at camra@camra.org.uk  

-Allan Whitehead
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For orders or information please
call Julie Black

0161 477 3333

T-shirts, polo shirts & fleeces,diaries & pens,also micro casks of 10 pints 
available to order for presents and home enjoyment,great for the up & 

coming World Cup home gatherings.

Brewery Tours are available by bookings and tasting in the purpose built bar area.
Tutored tasting sessions are available to book.

Applications to join being taken now, please call for further details.This will enable 
members to drink cask ale at discounted prices and discounted events throughout the year.

All profits to nominated charity

Available from 
3 Rivers:

Watch out for the Private Members Club opening towards the end of March 2006 




